
July 19, 2020  WC-ARES Net Training: ARE YOU READY? 
Presented by Doug Duke, W5DMD 

 
Tonight’s training, entitled, Are You Ready? reminds us that Amateur Radio operators who assist on 
local, regional or national disasters are required to have increasing levels of training and experience. 
Even though we are Volunteers, and have the ability and at times even the duty to turn down a specific 
deployment, Federal requirements are designed to keep the best workforce in the disaster area.  

Efficient Amateur Radio operators must consider safety, and must prepare, train, practice and test 
themselves before the event. Many hams do most of this already, so make sure you are ready.  

Prepare your personal Jump Kit, equipment, manuals, provisions, money, plan, and join and build your 
local ARES team.  Don’t forget your medical needs and you may consider speaking with your personal 
physician about vaccines that might be a good idea for you. 

Train by taking all the ARRL, American Red Cross, Salvation Army and Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) training you can get. A good place to start is FEMA - ICS-100, ICS-200, IS-700 and IS-800; 
ARRL - EC-001 and EC-002; First aid and CPR; Salvation Army - National Disaster Training; American Red 
Cross - Introduction to Disaster.  

Build your experience by practicing at Field Day, Simulated Emergency Test, Winlink check-ins, even 
contests, nets, and public service events can provide a great deal of not only experience but also the 
testing of your equipment.  Participate in planning of drills and in the passing of traffic. Test by 
connecting your equipment in different configurations, learn to operate it fully, efficiently and to 
interoperate with other amateurs. The more we can do to prepare beforehand, the more safe, useful, 
resourceful and beneficial we will be during the event--even if it has caught us by surprise!  Remember, 
we rarely learn when something goes right, the learning comes when things go wrong.  If we have a 
choice, we want that learning to happen in a NON-emergency situation. 

In short, we have a responsibility to ourselves, our ARES organization as well as to our severed agencies 
to be prepared physically, with the right equipment as well as the training and knowledge needed to be 
of service when the time comes. 


