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Have you ever turned on your radio after just using it the day before just too suddenly find it is not 
working?  Most of us have. That is one reason to be involved in the Sunday night nets.  But in these 
times of stay at home orders, what else can we do.? 

Yes, what else can we do with a ham radio during the pandemic, and basically alone? 

That seems to be a question that many of us have asked ourselves over the past few months.  Well, of 
course the main answer is….. just use them.  But how? 

As we have all learned over the past few months there are nets for just about anything you can think of.  
Weather net, hurricane nets, veteran’s nets, of course special event nets for holidays or big events like 
Daytona 500 or Indianapolis speedway.  The ARRL has a Net Directory just to give you a place to start. 

These things are designed for us to stay at home and perhaps reach out and use our hobby.  But there is 
another way to do this.  Parks on the Air, or POTA. 

As many will remember, there was a National Parks on the Air a few years back that was a big hit.  The 
idea was for as people went traveling around the country and stayed at the National Parks they could 
“activate” the park by setting up a station and making themselves available for check ins. 

What you may not know is that although not sanctioned by the National Park Service that program still 
continues.  But it has been expanded to State Parks also.  And as of this year, not just State Parks from 
Texas Parks and Wildlife but also those managed by the Texas State Historical Commission. 

So what does that mean?  Well it means that not only can you sit at your QTH and “Hunt” or chase 
parks, but as more and more of these Parks open up, you can make a trip there with your equipment 
and “activate” the park.  This can be done away from people or as close to people as you want.  So if you 
don’t think it is time to get too close to people yet, no problem. 

So how do I do this?  Well the first thing you do is go and create an account at 
https://parksontheair.com/.  It doesn’t cost anything.  Once you create an account, you just get busy 
using your radio, or CW Key, or JT8 or PSK31 or any of other digital modes.  If all you are doing is 
“hunting” station you don’t have any records to turn in.  Only the activators turn in a list of their 
contacts.  Both the hunter and the activator gets credit and the website keep track of everything for 
you.  There are awards that are generated by the computer and can be downloaded when you qualify.  
If you are an activator, it only takes 10 contacts for a successful activation.  Awards are plentiful and 
rewarding if that is what you’re in to. 

So how do I know who is out there and where on the band they are?  Great question.  First, Parks on the 
Air had a Facebook page and activators with post their position and frequency there along with photos.  
Next, the website has a spotting feature to list where people are and that is refreshed every time a new 
contact is made and lastly, they also have a Slack channel where things are listed.  So you see, it is really 
easy to find people. 

So why should I do this?  That is the best question.  Some will say why not?  Others will say it is fun, and 
it is.  But mostly to me it is like a miniature field day.  Anytime you want it.  From you house, you can try 
out HF 20m, 40, 30, 60, etc. and see how your set up works during the day time or night time or in 
different conditions.  You get to see how far your antenna and rig can get out and how far away people 
can answer you back.  Like I said, you also get the try any of the digital modes, you are interested in to 
see how it works with what you have.  Also, it you decide to go places, you get to see how your power  
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works and for how long.  How long does it take to set up your antenna remotely and how does it work.  
Remember, it you are at a park, you have people from all over trying to contact you.  So, you get a new 
radio?  Or a new Antenna, and just a new portable power supply, you can test it any time any want 
without having to wait for field day. 

So what can we do with ham radio during a pandemic?  Well social distancing from several thousand 
miles is about as safe as it gets.  So you don’t have to wait for June each year to try out a new model 
antenna, or see if that new solar panel can keep up with you using your radio.  We have approved State 
and Federal parks in our very county.  So you don’t have to go far.  So sign up and get on the air. 

 

This concludes the training for this week.  Mark me short time with respects to remainder of the net. 

 

I will now turn this net back over to net control. 


