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Last month’s weather has us all thinking about what we need to do to be better prepared for the next event.  I 
have several areas I want to improve on and one of them is water.  Water storage, water containers, water 
filtration, how much water to keep on hand, etc.…  

Authorities suggest keeping at least a 3-day supply of water on hand in case of a disaster. The common definition 
of a 3-day supply is 3 gallons per person—a gallon per person, per day—half to drink and a half to use for cooking 
and sanitation. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) even recommends drinking your half-gallon 
every day during an emergency, no matter what. In hot weather, or for special cases like pregnancy or illness, the 
CDC recommends drinking closer to a gallon per day. If you follow the official recommendations for storing 
water—a gallon per day per person—and drink what you need, you should have more than enough to get by.  
However, the February event lasted 7 – 8 days for some people. 

I was fortunate that I keep a case or two of bottled water on hand at all times and had drinking and cooking 
water.  If necessary, I could use it for sanitation.  Fortunately, I followed the advice given on the Skywarn net for 
that event to fill the bath tub and other containers for water.  This extra water allowed me to save the drinking 
water for just that drinking or cooking and use the water in the tub to flush the toilets and other sanitary needs.   

But what if I had only had the water in the tubs or from the faucet with a boil water notice in effect, what would I 
have done then.  Here are three options: 

Assuming I had electricity or gas I could have boiled the water.  But for how long and when do I know it is safe to 
drink.  Here are some guidelines:  

If the water is cloudy: 

1) Filter it through a clean cloth, paper towel, or coffee filter OR allow it to settle. 
2) Draw off the clear water. 
3) Bring the clear water to a rolling boil for 1 minute (at elevations above 6,500 feet, boil for three minutes). 
4) Let the boiled water cool. 
5) Store the boiled water in clean sanitized containers with tight covers. 

If the water is clear: 

1) Bring the clear water to a rolling boil for 1 minute (at elevations above 6,500 feet, boil for three minutes). 
2) Let the boiled water cool.  
3) Store the boiled water in clean sanitized containers with tight covers. 

If I could not boil the water, I could have used the unscented household liquid chlorine bleach, but again how 
much chlorine do I add… 

If the water is cloudy: 

1. Filter it through a clean cloth, paper towel, or coffee filter OR allow it to settle. 
2. Draw off the clear water. 
3. Follow the instructions for disinfecting drinking water that are written on the label of the bleach. 
4. If the necessary instructions are not given, check the “Active Ingredient” part of the label to find the 

sodium hypochlorite percentage; and use the information in the following table as a guide. Typically, 
unscented household liquid chlorine bleach in the United States will be between 5 and 9% sodium 
hypochlorite, though concentrations can be different in other countries. Using the table below, add the 
appropriate amount of bleach using a medicine dropper, teaspoon, or metric measure (milliliters). 

5. Stir the mixture well. 
6. Let it stand for at least 30 minutes before you use it for drinking. 
7. Store the disinfected water in clean, sanitized containers with tight covers. 
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If the water is clear: 

1. Follow the instructions for disinfecting drinking water that are written on the label of the bleach. 
2. If the necessary instructions are not given, check the “Active Ingredient” part of the label to find the 

sodium hypochlorite percentage; and use the information in the following table as a guide. Typically, 
unscented household liquid chlorine bleach in the United States will be between 5 and 9% sodium 
hypochlorite, though concentrations can be different in other countries. Using the table below, add the 
appropriate amount of bleach using a medicine dropper, teaspoon, or metric measure (milliliters). 

3. Stir the mixture well. 
4. Let it stand for at least 30 minutes before you use it for drinking. 
5. Store the disinfected water in clean, sanitized containers with tight covers. 

 

Making water safe to use with bleach having a 5%-9% concentration of sodium hypochlorite (most common in the 
US). If the water is cloudy, murky, colored, or very cold, add double the amount of bleach listed below. 

1 quart/liter water 1 gallon water 5 gallons water 

If you have a dropper: 
Add 2 drops of bleach 

If you have a dropper: 
Add 8 drops of bleach 

If you have a dropper: 
Add 40 drops of bleach 

If you have something that 
measures milliliters (mL): 
Add 0.1 mL of bleach 

If you have something that measures 
milliliters (mL): 
Add ½ mL of bleach 

If you have something that measures 
milliliters (mL): 
Add 2½ mL of bleach 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Amount too small to measure 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Add a little less than 1/8 teaspoon 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Add ½ teaspoon of bleach 

 

Making water safe to use with bleach having a 1% concentration of sodium hypochlorite (this concentration is not 
common in the US, but is used in other countries). If the water is cloudy, murky, colored, or very cold, add double 
the amount of bleach listed below. 

1 quart/liter water 1 gallon water 5 gallons water 
If you have a dropper: 
Add 10 drops of bleach 

If you have a dropper: 
Add 40 drops of bleach 

If you have a dropper: 
Add 200 drops of bleach 

If you have something that 
measures milliliters (ml): 
Add ½ mL of bleach 

If you have something that measures 
milliliters (ml): 
Add 2½ mL of bleach 

If you have something that measures 
milliliters (ml): 
Add 12½ mL of bleach 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Add ⅛ teaspoon of bleach 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Add ½ teaspoon of bleach 

If you have a measuring spoon: 
Add 2½ teaspoons of bleach 
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Another means would be using disinfected tablets or germicidal water purification tablets that are by campers 
and backpackers.  These can be picked up at camping supply stores, academy, amazon and other retailers in 
varying size bottles and counts.  The tablets are dissolved in water and can take up to 35 minutes before the 
water is safe to drink. 

Portable water filters are another way to purify water for drinking.  Berkey, Alexa pure are two of the top two 
manufacturers for home use systems are basically large containers with two chambers: the top chamber 
contains a filter or filters (depending up on the system you purchase) that water is poured into.  The water then 
flows thru the filter into the bottom chamber or reservoir for storing the drinkable water.  These systems range 
from 1 gallon size up to 6 gallons. 

There are also small personal size water filters such as a “life straw” which can filter 1,000 liters.  There are 
many sizes and type. 

I will be adding at least one or two of these options to my preparedness as I can along with a water quality test 
meter. One last hint is to keep a box of grape flavored Kool-Aid on hand. It will make any horrible tasting, 
but safe, water much more palatable. 
 
This is KF5PWN, back to net control. 


