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As the Severe weather time of year comes and Hurricane Season is close behind, I thought a short 
reminder of what ARES wants and needs on weather nets is warranted. 

ARES will not ask you to GO OUT and report what you see in your neighborhood or down the street.  But 
we may ask you to LOOK OUT and tell us what you are seeing.  Being able to verify what is seen on radar 
with what is actually on the ground can be very valuable.  So no matter if you are home or running an 
errand and mobile being part of a weather net can provide safety for all of us. 

According to the National Weather Service, the following are a list of priorities: 

Urgent Priority  

Tornado  

Funnel cloud  

Rotating wall cloud  

Flash flooding – water over roads 

High Priority  

Hail 1 inch diameter or larger  

Wind speed greater than 58 mph  

Persistent non-rotating wall cloud  

Rainfall 2 inch or more per hour  

Lower Priority  

Hail 1/2-inch diameter or larger  

Wind speed greater than 40 mph  

Cloud features suggesting storm organization  

Other locally-defined criteria 

 

Flash flooding is a major killer. Many flash floods occur at night, which makes them more difficult to 
see. As a storm spotter, you may encounter flash floods at any time. Heeding the following flash flood 
safety rules may save your life.  

• If you are out, DO NOT attempt to drive or walk across a flooded roadway or low water crossing. 
Nearly half of all flash flood deaths are vehicle-related. Moving water 2 feet deep will carry away most 
cars.  

• If your vehicle becomes caught in high water and stalls, leave it immediately and seek higher ground if 
you can do so safely. Rapidly rising water may sweep a vehicle and its occupants away.  
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• Be especially careful at night when flash floods are harder to recognize. Lightning occurs in all 
thunderstorms and is also a significant threat to life. 

 

Remember  

• Lightning tends to strike the tallest object in an area...make sure it is not you. Remain in your vehicle 
or an indoor location whenever possible.  

• If you must go outside, crouch down to make yourself a poor lightning target. Do not lie flat on the 
ground since you will be more likely to be severely shocked if lightning strikes close to you. 

 

 

Report what you have seen:  

Tornado, funnel cloud, flash flooding, hail in any size (make sure to give size or reference), High Winds 
above parameters. 

Where you saw it: the direction and distance from a known location, i.e., 3 miles east of Georgetown on 
Hwy 29.  To avoid confusion, make sure you report the event location and not your location. Give cross 
streets is available or even addresses when available. 

When you saw it: make sure you note the time of your observation.  

What it was doing: describe the storm’s direction and speed of travel, size and intensity, and 
destructiveness.  

Include any amount of uncertainty as needed, i.e., “funnel cloud; no debris visible at the surface, but 
too far away to be certain it is not on the ground.”  

In closing, let me just say that when a weather net is up, Net Control and other people that will be on 
the net and has access to the National Weather Service Chat can and will pass on needed information to 
the National Weather Service.  This is something you do not have to do.  Please take care of yourself, 
your family and remember, without you and your observations and net reports we will all be blind. 

Just being available and being part of the net is very important and ARES could not do it without you. 

This is the conclusion of the training. 

I will return this back to Net Control. 

 


